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Drum and Percussion 
Notation 



Today’s session

• Notation conventions

• Mechanics in Sibelius



Styles of drum set 
notation



Notating in Two Voices



Linear Notation



Rhythmic Notation



Tips for notating 
in two voices



For parts of the kit played with the hands

Voice 1



For parts of the kit played with the feet

Voice 2



Exception!!



Snare works rhythmically 
with the bass

Snare: stems down



Top Sibelius Tips



Understand the drum map

• which instrument
• which line/space
• which notehead



Understand voices

• Decide which drum parts in each voice

• Don’t use more than two voices

• Voice 1 ALWAYS stems up

• Voice 2 ALWAYS stems down



Create three basic 
drum patterns



#1 Alphabetic entry

• pattern in full once
• students: sight-read, pros: improvise
• repeat bar sign



#2 Step-time entry

• Bossa pattern
• Slash notation
• Plug-in: number bars



#3 Flexitime entry

• Country pattern
• Play in “live”



Ideas Window

• Store your patterns for later use

• Find existing drum patterns



Other Conventions

• Indicating Fills/Solos
• Specifying “as written”
• Cues
• Sticking
• Rolls
• Ghost notes
• Grace notes
• Rhythmic notation



Orchestral Percussion #1

One player - multiple instruments

• Stave for each instrument
• Hide when not playing
• Turn on Multirests
• System breaks for a clean switch



Orchestral Percussion #2

One player - multiple instruments

• Use one stave
• Use Instrument Change feature



email katie@midnightmusic.com.au 

web www.midnightmusic.com.au

(free monthly newsletter)
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mailto:katie@midnightmusic.com.au
mailto:katie@midnightmusic.com.au
http://www.midnightmusic.com.au
http://www.midnightmusic.com.au

